
Chapter1

Introduction

1.1 Theresearchbackground

1.1.1 Theresearchmotivations

Weliveinaworldsurroundedwithvariousandcomplexmedia.

AlongwiththeexplosionoftheInternetsincethemid-1990s,the

widespreaddigitalcommunicationtechnologiesprovidesus,especially
thestudentswithaconvenientaccesstotheadequate,orevennearly
unlimitedinformation,whichhasempoweredstudentstobecomeself-

directedlearners.Thencomesthequestion,howcouldwefigureout

whatinformationisusefulforusandavoidbeingdeceivedbythecon-

structedmediamessagesatthesametime?

Whenharmedbythemediaeffects,wemayinclinetocondemn

theimpropermediaperformanceandrarelyquestionourownrolein
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themasscommunicationprocessinstead.Itislikelytobeover-

looked,becauseweparticipateintheubiquitousandindispensable

masscommunicationsonaturally. Then,whatshouldwedowhen

dealingwiththevastmediainformationeachday? Wehavenoalter-

nativebuttobeliterate,whichrequiresustobeabletorecognizebias

aswellasmisinformation,andtoidentifydisguisedfactsaswellas

otherdistortionsinthecomplicatedmediaworld.

Tobecriticallyliterateissignificantlyimportantforustodecode

mediamessagesnowadays. AsJeffShare (2009)observes,“the

mannerinwhichmediacloaktheirroleinreproducinghegemonyas

merelyentertainmentorinformationtendstohampercriticalanalysis

oftheinequalitiesofpowerinsocietyandourrelationshipswith

media”.DouglasKellner(1995)givesanexplanationthatcritical

literacy“givesindividualspowerovertheirculture…enablingpeople

tocreatetheirownmeanings,identities,andtoshapeandtransform

thematerialandsocialconditionsoftheircultureandsociety”.

Whenwemovefromreadingbooksinprinttoreadingonadigit-

alreader,theeducationisalsorequiredtokeepinpacewiththede-

velopmentofdigitaldevicesthatcanbeusedtoobtain,shareanddis-

cussinformation.Schoolshavebeenstrugglingwithprovidinganap-

propriateteachingmethodtofitthestudentswhoareusedtoemplo-

yingtechnologyandsocialmediaroutinelyeachdaytocommunicate

withothersintheirlives,keepabreastofwhatishappeninginthe

world,solveproblemsthatarise,andbecreative.Educatorshave

struggledtointegratethechangingtechnologyandmediaintothe

learningprocess.Insteadofbanningtheuseofcellphonesandother

digitaltoolsinclasstokeepdistractions,schoolsshouldembracethe

technologyofdigitaldevicesastoolsforteachingandlearningand
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fosterthestudentstobemedialiterateenoughtodecodetheconstruc-

tedmediamessagesinthemediaworld.Thisbookintendstoapply
CriticalDiscourseAnalysistomedialiteracyteaching,whichisa

combinationofteachinglinguisticsandmedialiteracyeducation.

1.1.2 Theresearchobjectives

CriticalDiscourseAnalysis(CDA)hasdevelopedrapidlyinthe

pastthreedecadesorsowithitsquitediverseresearchtopics,suchas

politics,economy,wars,strikes,genderinequality,racialdiscrimi-

nation,andsoon.Amongtheseresearches,manyarefocusedonthe

mediadiscourse.Intheearly1970s,undertheinfluenceofthetheory
ofideology,mainlythatofAlthusserandGramsci,thetrendofcriti-

calstudiesonmassmediaappeared.Theso-calledtransparencyand

value-freemythofthepresshasbeenrepeatedlyoverthrown,andthe

hiddenideologyofthelanguageuseinmediadiscoursehasdrawnpeo-

ple′sattention.“Discoursesareideologicalandthereisnoarbitrari-
nessofsigns”(Wodak,2001)and“ideologyispervasivelypresentin

language”(Fairclough,1989).Simpson(1993)pointsoutthat“as

nouseoflanguageisconsideredtrulyneutral,objectiveandvalue-

free,thentheoreticallycriticallinguisticanalysismaybeperformed

onanyformofdiscourse.”However,mostresearchesonmediadis-

coursefromtheCDAperspectiveprefertoinvestigatethehiddenide-

ologyofthoseso-called“politicalkind”reports. Onthecontrary,

thosenewsonsports,economy,entertainment,educationandscience,

etc.whichseemsmore“neutral”,gainsrelativelyrareattention.

Therefore,thisstudyaimsto(1)elaborateontheimportanceof

beingmedialiterateandraisethestudents′medialiteracyawareness;
(2)integrate CDA with medialiteracyteachingtofosterthe
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students′medialiteracyabilitiesandskills,atthesametimetoshow
thefeasibilityofinterdisciplinaryorcross-disciplinary methodin

medialiteracyeducation;(3)demonstratetheprocessofdecon-

structingnewsmessagesandserveasupplementtotheexistingcriti-

calstudiesofmediadiscoursebydoingacriticaldiscourseanalysison

thenewsreportsconcerning“peace,development,cooperationand

benefit”.

1.2 Thesignificanceoftheresearch

Thepresentstudyembracestheideaofinterdisciplinaryorcross-

disciplinaryapproachtothemedialiteracyeducation.Italsoexerts

theideabyintegratingCriticalDiscourseAnalysisintomedialiteracy
teachingandprovesthefeasibilityofitin “reading”media.There-

searchprovidesuswithacriticalperspectiveindecodingmediames-

sagesandanapproachtopracticingmedialiteracyteachingwithinthe

disciplineofLinguistics.Itnotonlyhelpstoraisethestudents′media
literateawareness,butalsofostertheirmedialiterateabilitiesand

skills.

Basedontheideaofmedialiteracyeducationandthetheoretical

frameworkofCriticalDiscourseAnalysis,thepresentstudyismeant

tobeacontributiontoaswellasanapplicationofCDAinmedialiter-

acyeducationnotonlyconfinedtolinguistics.Itisintendedtodecon-

structthenewsmessagesinsamplereportsandshowushowChina′s
Englishmediaproducereportsoneconomicactivitiesandterrorat-

tacks.ByanalyzingfoursamplereportsfromtheXinhuanet,itre-

vealsthehiddenrelationshipsbetweenlanguageandideologyinthe
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seemingly“neutral”newsevents.Italsoexaminesthelanguageuse

toseehowlanguageisinfluencedandemployedbythereporter′side-
ologyinnewsdiscourseandhowtheideologycomesintobeing.

Choosingreportsconcerning“peace,development,cooperation

andmutualbenefit”asitsfocus,thebookoffersasupplementtothe

existingCDAstudiesofmediadiscourse,anditalsoattemptstopoint

outthatwhatevertopicitcovers,newsdiscourseis,moreorless,

unavoidablyofsubjectivity.Inotherwords,nonewsreportisabso-

lutelyobjectiveandimpartial. Thosenewsreportsonseemingly
“neutral”events,moreorlesshavecarriedpoliticalorotherelements

andreflectthecertainideologiesofthepowerfulgroupsthroughdis-

course.Thusithelpstoproveanduniversalizethevalidityofthe

claimthatnewsdiscourseisvalue-ladenandideologicallyinvested.

Moreover,ithopesthatthepresentstudymayhelpthereaders

andlearnersnotonlytobeawareoftheimportanceandnecessityof

medialiteracyeducation,buttobeabletoemploycriticalthinkingto

analyzemediamessagesinthecomplexmediaworldnowadays.

1.3 Theresearchdataandmethodology

1.3.1 Researchdata

Nowadays,newsmediabecomesageneralmeansforpeopleto

getworldwideinformation.Withescalatingeconomicstrengthandin-

creasingcommunicationinfluence,Chinesenewsmediaplaysamore

andmorevitalroleintheworld′smediamarket.Sponsoredandsup-

portedbytheXinhuaNewsAgency,Xinhuanet,whichhasdeveloped
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itsownglobalnetworkandisanall-mediainformationgathering,

processingandspreadingplatform,becomesChina′simportantcen-
tralnewsservice-orientedwebsite,andoneofthemostinfluential

newsportalsintheworld.Allthenewsdatachosenandusedinthe

studyiscollectedthroughinternet.Tobespecific,itisfromtheXin-

huanet,arepresentativemediawebsiteinChina,whichhasitspres-

tigeandinfluenceworldwide.Internet,tosomeextent,asabasic

andwidelyusedmediumtopeople,isratherconvenientforustoget

therelevantinformationswiftlyandefficientlyfromtheevent.Be-

sides,theonlineversionofthenewsreportsisidenticalincontentto

theofficiallypublishedversion.

Astohow todefinearesearch project,NormanFairclough
(1992)whoconsiders“languageassocialpractice”,concludesthat
“researchprojectsindiscourseanalysisare… mostsensiblydefined

firstintermsofquestionsaboutparticularformsofsocialpractice,

andtheirrelationstosocialstructure…Discourseanalysisshouldbest

beregardedasamethodforconductingresearchintoquestionswhich

aredefinedoutsideit.”Thedefiningquestionsofthesamplenewsre-

portsinthestudyareasfollows:(1)Whatlinguisticfeaturesand

structuresareemployedbythereportersinthesamplereports?

(2)Whatideologiesarethenewsmessagesinthesamplereportsin-

tendedtoconstruct? (3)Aretheyvalue-free?Ifnot,howarethey
ideologicallyreproduced?

1.3.2 Researchmethodology

Tomedialiteracyeducation,theabilitiesandskillstodecodeor

deconstructawiderangeofmediaformsandcontentsareofsignifi-

cantconcern.Thisstudywilladoptacombinationofliteraturereview
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andsampleanalysistoelaborateontheimportanceandfeasibilityof

medialiteracyeducationinteachinganddailylife,especiallytothe

students.Asitgoesthroughaliteraturereviewofmedia,medialiter-

acyandmedialiteracyeducation,thisbookputsforwardtheideaof

combiningCriticalDiscourseAnalysiswithmedialiteracyteaching,

thatisintegratingDiscourseAnalysisintomedialiteracyteaching.It

isintendedtoemploytheCDAtoanalyzefoursamplenewsreports,

whichareselectedfromtheXinhuanetwiththetopicsconcerningChi-

na′sBeltandRoadinitiatives,the2016annualconferenceoftheBoao
ForumforAsia(BFA)andtheBrusselsattack,tosetanexampleof

interdisciplinaryapproachinmedialiteracyteaching.

1.4 Theorganizationofthebook

Thebookisorganizedinfivechapters. Thefirstchapter,the

currentone,servesasageneralintroduction. Here,theresearch

backgroundisbrieflysketched,thepurposeandsignificanceofthe

researcharestated,thedatacollectionandadoptedmethodologyin

theresearcharemadeclear,andtheorganizationofthewholebookis

introduced.

Chapter2isaliteraturereviewofmedia,medialiteracyand

medialiteracyeducationrespectively.First,itaddressesthenotionof

mediaanditsvarioustypes,thenfocusesonthestudiesofnews,es-

peciallythedefinitionofnewsandthereviewofnewsvalueandnews

frame.Secondly,itintroducessomedefinitions,characteristicsand

skillsofmedialiteracyaswellascriticalthinking,whichisconsid-

eredasoneofthefourimportant21stskills.Thirdly,itdefineswhat
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medialiteracyeducationisanddiscussesthepurposeandrelated“key
concepts”ofmedialiteraryeducation.Italsolooksatthefeasibility
oftheintegrationstrategiesandinterdisciplinaryapproachesinteach-

ingmedialiteracy.

Chapter3introducesCriticalDiscourseAnalysis(CDA)asaper-

spectiveandanapproachintonewsanalysis.Accordingtotherele-

vancetothecurretreserch,thestudiesonnewsdiscourse,thedefini-

tionofCDA,theconceptionoflanguage,ideologyandpower,and

previousCDAstudiesabroadandathomearestatedselectively,more

orlessindetail.Then,asthetheoreticalframeworkandanalytic

tools,Fairclough′sthree-dimensionalframeworkofCDAandHalli-
day′sFunctionalGrammarareadoptedandelaborated.

Chapter4brieflyexplainsthedatacollectionandsampleselec-

tionofthestudy.Thenthecriticaldiscourseanalysisofthesamples

iscarriedoutatthetextual,discursiveandsocietallevelsinthis

chapter.

Chapter5presentswiththefindings,implicationsaswellasthe

limitationsofthestudy.
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